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Story by Deborah Munch      Illustrations by Millie and Ava Watters

A Season of Change, Discovery, and Hope
at Clayton Valley Pumpkin Farm



Clayton Valley Pumpkin Farm & Christmas Trees is located in Clayton, California.  Our
family farm has been providing family fun, learning and memories since 1980.  The year
of 2020 marked a historical change in life for everyone in the world with the rise and
spread of COVID-19.

This is our story of hope.  Things are different this season, but each of us has an
opportunity to make life a little easier for someone who is close to us.  Even though the
farm is closed during the pandemic, there are ways to stay connected to those around us
and to our local communities.  We encourage you to get to know your neighbors, and
explore  nature, wildlife, and insects in your area.

We would like to thank Millie and Ava Watters who beautifully illustrated this story and
brought the words to life.  And we never want to forget the essential workers who are true
heroes.  Our world needs you and we greatly appreciate you.

Be strong and stay safe!  We will see you again soon!

David & Sharon Osteen

Deborah Munch
Clayton Valley Pumpkin Farm & Christmas Trees

©2020 Harvest Magic, INC

Artwork is copyrighted and owned by Millie Watters Works. Clayton Valley Pumpkin Farm has permission to use images for the  purpose of
sharing the story online in PDF format.
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David and Sharon are farmers.
They farm six acres in the country.
For the past 40 years, they have
provided fun farm activities for
families in the fall, winter and
spring.

This spring is different.  In the
United States, and many other
countries around the world,
families are staying home to stay
safe and help prevent the spread of
COVID-19.
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Springtime on the farm usually
means hundreds of kids visiting the
farm with their class on school field
trips to learn about science.

David and Sharon miss seeing all
the schoolchildren, but they are
enjoying getting to know and see
other visitors in this season of
change.
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Every day, David and Sharon have
some regular visitors.

A rafter of turkeys walk through
the property hunting for bugs to
eat around 7:00 am.
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Hello turkeys!
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The mailman, Suzi the nurse, and the garbage crew are all essential workers.  We thank
you for your bravery and for doing the very important work that you do!

Greetings Mr. Mailman!

Nice to see you Suzi!

Hi there garbage truck and crew!

On Thursday, they see the garbage truck and crew around 10 am.
Their neighbor, Suzi the nurse, walks by the farm on her daily walk every day at 11 am.
The mailman comes to deliver mail every day around 2 pm.
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David and Sharon also have some random visitors to the farm.  These visitors often appear
every day, but not always.  They visit at different times throughout the day.

Hello honeybee.

Hi there butterfly!

When Sharon weeds in the garden, she sees many
visitors who are called pollinators.  A pollinator is
anything that moves pollen from a flower on one
plant over to a flower on another plant.



Pollinators visit because
they love all the plants,
trees, and flowers that are
growing on the farm.
Pollinators are the essential
workers of the garden.

They are important
because moving pollen
from one flower to another
allows plants to be
fertilized.  Once a plant is
fertilized, it can grow a
seed or fruit.
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Greetings Hummingbird!

Nice to see you Miss ladybug!



When David is out mowing the grass, he says hello to all the bird visitors who fly in to
take a rest on tree branches.
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Hi there Western Bluebird!

Hello
Red Tailed Hawk!



If you see a lot of birds, and a lot of
different types of birds in your
neighborhood, this is an indicator that
your local environment is healthy and
thriving! Birds like different plants.
You can help increase the bird
population by planting a variety of
plants and trees for them to find food,
a place to nest, and even hide!
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Nice to see you Downy Woodpecker!

Greetings House Finches!



Sometimes the visitors who come
to the farm don’t have legs or
wings...they have roots!

Sharon has been planting seeds in
her Greenhouse, and every day
she checks to see if any of the
seeds have popped out of the soil.
It looks like today she has some
seeds peeking through the soil to
say hello!
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Hello little tomato sprout!

Hi there radish!



Germination is when a seed has sprouted and has pushed up through the soil.  Some seeds
can germinate in 5 days and others may take up to 14 days to germinate.  Seeds are really
smart.  They won’t start to germinate until you put them in the soil and give them water
and sunlight!  This is important because we can save seeds and wait to plant them during
a specific time of year so they have the best chance of growing and providing us with
nourishing food. 11

Nice to see you zucchini!

Greetings carrot!

Maybe tomorrow pumpkin?



David and Sharon are hopeful that one day soon you’ll get to visit the farm again.  In the
meantime, do what you can to help stay healthy and stop the spread of COVID-19…
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Wash your hands regularly
with soap and water. Practice social distancing.

Wear a mask when out in
public places.

Stay home if you feel sick.



…and take this opportunity to get to know the regular and random visitors in your neighborhood.
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Who are your regular visitors?
What pollinators visit the plants and flowers near you?

What plants, flowers, and trees grow in your area?
What birds can you see from your home?

Share who visits you by tagging photos or drawings with #whovisitsyou2020



Let’s Move Toward A New Season of Hope.
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Melinda (Millie) Watters is an artist, writer and community organizer.  Her work and interests
focus on neighboring, placed-based connection, and nuances of faith and culture. She currently
lives in Fort Worth, Texas with her husband and two young children, Ava (5) and Zane (3).

milliewatters.com

https://www.instagram.com/milliewatters/

milliewattersworks@gmail.com

Clayton Valley

Pumpkin Farm & Christmas Trees

1060 Pine Lane, Clayton CA 94517

www.cvpumpkinfarm.com

(925) 672-5198
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